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“Education doesn’t just beat 

poverty, it beats disease, 

inequality and for some it is 

a lifesaver .” 

     ~ Queen Rania of Jordan, 2010

Time has just flown by since our last 
newsletter and I am thrilled that there is 
so much news to report! As we near our 
third anniversary next month, I am proud 
to say the Foundation has raised just 
over US$150,000. Construction of four 
schools (for over 600 students) has now 
been completed and thanks to the very 
generous donations flowing in over the 
last few months we now have sufficient 
funds to support another two schools for 
2011.

On the fund raising front there are a few 
people I would like to quickly thank for 
dedicating a huge amount of their time 
and energy to raise funds for the 
Foundation since our last newsletter. 

Firstly, many of us sat in awe and angst 
as we watched both Antony and John 
Bennett endure some of the harshest 
terrain the world had to offer in March this 
year. After 7 days of relentless heat, 
desert and what I can only imagine being 
despair the pair made it home safely 
coming in a gallant 56th place and raising 
a staggering US$30,000 in their efforts.

Then in a very different, yet definitely still 
courageous style, a great friend in Hong 
Kong Lachie Miller put his pride on the 
line by committing to growing his hair for 
six months. Organised by the lovely 
Martyn Brown, the duo blew everyone 
away by raising over US$35,000. 

And in other fund raising news, we were 
delighted to have been selected to be 
part of the fabulous and inspiring 
Wheel2Wheel race that kicks off in March 
next year. Morgan Parker and Simon 
Lock will embark on the journey of a 
lifetime - motorbiking across 10 countries 
in merely 100 days. The pair have very 
generously chosen 10 charities to raise 
money for along the way so please take 
the time to read more details on their 
incredible pursuit in the pages that follow.

A mere thank you to these people and 
the friends who donated for their plights 
just doesn’t seem enough. So I hope that 
seeing the enormous smiles on the faces 
of the children of Na Sam Liang Primary 
School in the pages that follow when they  
first saw their new school open this year 

makes all the work and sacrifice feel 
more than worth it.

In terms of other school news, Dad has 
just returned from a very touching and 
rewarding trip visiting each of the four 
completed schools for the official opening 
ceremonies. More details of the openings 
together with some photos and videos 
will be loaded on our website shortly. 

Speaking of websites, with the help of the 
very talented Emma Scott and her 
fantastic team at Elk Design we have 
excitingly revamped our site with a fresh 
new look. Unfortunately, due to the early 
arrival of a new Shaw to the household, it 
was not quite ready at the time of 
sending out this newsletter. So please 
bear with us just for a few more weeks 
until it is finished.

And finally on behalf of everyone from the 
Foundation, thank you again for all your 
support this year and we wish you all a 
healthy, happy and prosperous 2011. 

Alex Shaw  
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GENERAL SCHOOL NEWS

We were thrilled to be able to expand our 
portfolio of schools this year. The 
Foundation has to date funded new 
buildings for 4 schools in total, three of 
which are located in Laos and the other in 
Thailand. And as previously mentioned 
thanks to the recent fund raising efforts, 
we are now fortunate enough to have 
sufficient monies for one or two new 
schools next year. 

NA SAM LIANG PRIMARY 
SCHOOL (LAOS)

I don’t know who was more excited when 
our first school, Na Sam Liang Primary 
School was finished in August this year - 
us or the kids! And who can blame them 
with six new classrooms, new desks and 
school equipment and a separate toilet 
block with four new toilets.

The only last thing left to be installed was 
the very much needed water purification 
plant which went in this month. Another 
huge thanks to the Sky Juice team for 
donating the plant and especially to Jann 
Hughes for all her tremendous help. 

As mentioned previously, Dad recently 
returned from hosting the official opening 

of the School last week. He said the trip 
was nothing short of incredible and an 
amazing experience that he will remember 
forever. Unfortunately we didn’t have any 
of the pictures ready to include in this 
newsletter but they will all be posted on 
the website with the full details of the 
opening shortly.

In the end the total cost of construction 
was just under US$50,000. This being a 
little more than a school of comparable 
size was mostly due to the water 
treatment plant and the difficult access. 

Gurjit Dehl (our first donor to visit Na Sam 
Liang in April) experienced first hand the 
atrocious state of the existing roads. 
However Dad tells me that as a result of 
the school being renovated, the Laos 
Government have excitingly indicated that 
they will be shortly upgrading the road into 
the village and installing electricity within 
the area.

Keep an eye out for the full details of the 
opening on the website and in the next 
newsletter.

The new Na Sam Liang Primary SchoolStudents in one of their new classrooms 

Pang Mon Primary & Nursery Schools

Sop Muay Nursery School

Na Sam LIang 

Primary School
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PANG MON PRIMARY & NURSERY 
SCHOOLS (LAOS)

We were very pleased when 
construction of our next 2 new schools 
(the Pang Mon Primary and Nursery 
Schools) was completed last month. 

The Pang Mon community was in dire 
need of funding as the current school 
had grown way too small for the existing 
number of children, with over 55 
students crammed into each classroom. 
In addition, children with the Pang Mon 
village under 5 years of age had not 
been able to attend the school due to a 
lack of available space.

Were is the school located? The Pang 
Mon Primary & Nursery schools are

located in the Northern part of Laos in 
the Xaignabouli province.

How many children go to the school? 
Over 220 children currently attend the 
Primary school and a further 120 
children will attend the new nursery. A 
total of 6 teachers will be responsible for 
all the students.

Who will run the school? Any school 
built by a charity in Laos must still be 
run by the Education department within 
the Laos Government. The teachers are 
also government appointed. Child’s 
Dream regularly visit the site so they 
may keep abreast of progress and any 
issues within the school.

Construction details: With the help of the 
community, construction of the new 
school buildings was recently completed 
last month. Two new classrooms for the 
primary students were built and 
excitingly a separate new building to 
house the nursery students with three 
new classrooms was erected. Costs 
involved in building are still being 
finalised but look to be approximately 
just over US$30,000.

If I wanted to visit the school how do I 
get there? There are two options in 
travelling to the school. The first is to fly 
to Luang Prabang in Laos via either 
Bangkok or Chiang Mai with Lao Airlines 
or Thai Airways. It is then approximately 
a 7 hour drive by car (as the roads in 
Pang Long are mostly dirt and in poor 
condition). The second option is to fly 
firstly into Chiang Mai in Thailand and 
then drive across the border with one of 
the Child’s Dream team to the school 
which should take around 8 hours by 
car. 
If you would like to visit the school 
please let me know as we would be 
more than happy to arrange the trip for 
you.

QUICK SNAPSHOTS

SOP MUAY NURSERY SCHOOL 
(THAILAND)

Our third school to be selected this year 
was the Sop Muay Nursery School 
located in the north-west of Thailand on 
the Burmese border. 

The Sop Muay village is comprised 
mostly of people from the Karen tribe. 
These people relocated to the area to 
escape political unrest and ethnic based 
conflicts in Myanmar.

Isolated on the mountains, the village is 
very difficult to access by road and river 

transport is heavily relied upon. 
Communication within the community is 
severely hampered by poor 
infrastructure and lack of electricity and 
telecommunications.

Prior to our new school being built, the 
nursery children were being taught in a 
tiny back room in the Sop Muay Primary  
School which was clearly not ideal nor 
suitable for over 30 students. 

How many children go to the school? 29 
children aged between 2 to 5 years old 
attend the new nursery school.

Who will run the school? The Thai 
Government have already provided a 
nursery teacher and will continue to 
oversee running of the school. As with 
all our other schools, Child’s Dream will 
continue to visit the school to keep 
abreast of progress and any issues that 
may arise.

Construction details: Construction of the 
nursery school was completed in late 
October this year. Two school buildings 
housing two classrooms and two toilets 
were built. School furniture and 
equipment was also provided and a 
water purification plant was also 
installed. Total implementation costs 
were US$21,500.

If I wanted to visit the school how do I 
get there? The Sop Muay village is 
roughly 4 hours drive by car from 
Chiang Mai in Thailand. Thai Airways 
offer several flights daily from Bangkok 
to Chiang Mai. Alternatively you can 
access the village by boat from Chiang 
Mai along the beautiful Salaween river. 
The journey takes usually around 2 
hours.

One of the old classrooms

The existing school 

The new building being erected

Sop Muay nursery school students
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FUND RAISING ACTIVITIES

Wheel2Wheel (Mar 2011)

In March next year, Morgan Parker and 
Simon Lock will be courageously 
embarking on the ride of a life-time. 10 
countries in only 100 days riding BMW 
motorbikes through some of the toughest 
terrain Asia has to offer.

Covering over 20,000kms, the duo will 
begin their adventure in Hong Kong and 
travel through China, Vietnam, Laos, 
Cambodia, Thailand across to Malaysia, 
Indonesia, East Timor and finally finishing 
in Australia. 

When the Hong Kong based 
entrepreneurs began planning the project 
over two years ago, one of their key 
objectives was to support grassroots 
charities working in each of the countries 
they will be passing through. Our 
Foundation together with Child’s Dream 
was extremely fortunate to be selected as 
the Laos Charity.

Excitingly, the Wheel2Wheel team are 
working with National Geographic to 
create a television series which will 
document the extreme challenge and the 
stories which will undoubtedly unfold.

If you would like to make a donation or find 
out more on this inspirational journey, 
please visit the Wheel2Wheel website or 
the teams page on Twitter or on Facebook. 

Simon and Morgan - we wish you both the 
very best of luck in your adventure and 
look forward to following your progress.

Lachlin Miller’s Mad Hair 
Challenge (Mar - Sept 2010)

Hong Kong had the privilege of watching 
Lachie Miller grow his “golden locks” for 
six months this year for the benefit of 
hundreds of children.

With the help of Martyn Brown, the pair 
were expecting to raise a modest sum to 
put towards a new school. Little did they 
know how much attention Lachie’s locks 
would attract and in the end just over US
$35,000 was raised which was fantastic.

Another huge thank you for all those who 
donated to Lachie’s cause and for Malcolm 
at Wagyu Lounge for hosting the “shearing 
celebrations”.

Marathon des Sables (Apr 2010)

Antony and John Bennett thankfully made 
it home safely from the treacherous 
Marathon des Sables held in April this 
year. Modestly setting out merely to 
complete the race, the duo blew everyone 
away with their fantastic final place of 56th 
out of 1,100 participants.

For those not familiar with Marathon des 
Sables it is a footrace across the Sahara 
desert in Southern Morocco. This year’s 
race was approximately 250km over some 
of the harshest terrain in the world. Each 
entrant had to carry all their equipment 
and food for the full 6 days, with some 
packs weighing up to12 kgs. Equivalent to 
six marathons and with daily temperatures 
reaching up to 50 degrees, it is not 
surprising that many participants never 
saw the finishing line this year.

Needles to say this achievement was 
nothing short of incredible and another 
huge thank you to them both for raising 
such an overwhelming amount of funds for 
the Foundation.

Ant and John battle the 
unforgiving dunes

The lovely Marcela doing the 
honours of cutting Lachie’s hair

The starting line
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The new site will be updated regularly with 
news from each of the schools, fund 
raising initiatives and will also have access 
to video footage from recent trips.

We hope to have the site launched in the 
next few weeks. In the meantime, a huge 
thank you for your patience until it is 
completed.

FUTURE FUNDING INITIATIVES

We recently learnt of a fantastic program 
within Child’s Dream called the Children 
Medical Fund (CMF).This initiative focuses 
on providing life saving operations and 
medical treatments to children between the 
ages of 0 to 12 years old. 

Currently there are close to 120 patients 
within the program. Many of these children 
suffer from life threatening cardiac 
conditions and congenital diseases.

When I first heard of the fund, it straight 
away struck a chord with me especially 
being a parent. The Foundation’s primary 
focus is, and will continue to be, investing 
in the education of young children. 
However, I wanted to introduce the CMF 
initiative in this newsletter as I think it would 
be a fabulous project to support in the 
future if our funds permit.

If any one has any thoughts or comments 
regarding the CMF please let me know.

.

AWSF WEBSITE

Together with the fabulous team at Elk 
Design, we have spent a considerable 
amount of time over the last six months 
designing a fresh new logo for the 
Foundation and revamping the website.

Alex Shaw
15th Floor Repulse Bay Gardens
40 Belleview Drive
Repulse Bay, Hong Kong
alshaw03@gmail.com

Aileen & Tony Woinarski
42 Ranelagh Road
Burradoo, NSW, 2068, Australia
twoinarski@gmail.com
awoinarski@hotmail.com

Marc Jenni
Daniel Siegfried
Manuela Bianchi
Child's Dream
238/3 Wualai Road
T Haiya, A. Muang
Chiang Mai 50300, Thailand
info@childsdream.org
www.childsdream.org
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Students in one of their new classrooms The new Na Sam Liang Primary School

One of the children in the CMF program
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